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REWA OFFICES 
ReWA is a non-profit, 

multi-ethnic organization 

that promotes inclusion, 

independence, personal 

leadership, and strong 

communities by 

providing refugee and 

immigrant women and 

their families with 

culturally and 

linguistically appropriate 

services. ReWA 

advocates for social 

justice, public policy 

changes, and equal 

access to services while 

respecting cultural 

values and the right to 

self-determination. 

OUR MISSION 

Main Office: 
4008 MLK, Jr. Way S. 
Seattle, WA 98108 
Phone: (206) 721-0243 
Fax: (206) 721-0282 
 
Domestic Violence Office: 
P.O. Box 14373 
Seattle, WA 98114 
Phone: (206) 721-0243 
Fax: (206): 721-3967 
 
Early Learning Center on 
Beacon Hill: 
6230 Beacon Ave. S. 
Seattle, WA 98108 
Phone: (206) 723-3304 
Fax: (206): 723-3290 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainier Vista Office: 
4443 MLK, Jr. Way S. 
Seattle, WA 98108 
Phone: (206) 723-2662 
Fax: (206) 723-1237 
 
Kent Office: 
124 - 4th Ave S., 
Suite 270 
Kent, WA 98032 
Phone: (253) 859-6197 
Fax: (253): 859-6210 
 
Kent Behavioral Health:  
124 - 4th Ave. S.,  
Suite 230 
Kent, WA 98032 
Phone: (253) 246-4003 
Fax: (253): 398-2177 
 
Cascade Rec. Center: 
12910 SE 273rd St. 
Kent, WA 98031 
 
SeaTac Office: 
15245 International Blvd.,  
Suites 125 & 207 
SeaTac, WA 98188 
Phone: (206) 957-2029 
Fax: (206) 957-2030 
 
SeaTac Behavioral Health: 
16256 Military Road S.,  
Suite 102 
SeaTac, WA 98188 
Phone: (206) 241-4659 
Fax: (206) 433-2871 
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Felissa Almas 

Catherine Danigelis 

Ramina Dehkhoda-Steele 

Julianna Drinan  

Soheila Khosravani  

Shahzad Qadri  

Teodora Rutar Shuman  

Dave Walker  

Gail Williams 

Maxine Loo (Emeritus) 

Charlotte Van Dyke 

(Emeritus) 

FROM OUR LEADER 2016 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Mahnaz joined ReWA in late 2013 as the 

Executive Director after serving on the board for 

several years. She has over 20 years of 

experience in community development, economic 

development, and higher education.   

MAHNAZ 
ESHETU  
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Dear Friends, 

Efforts by the current administration to limit entry to the United 

States by refugees as well as immigrants from Muslim majority 

countries have been disheartening. Nevertheless, ReWA will 

continue our work to promote inclusion, independence, and 

strong communities as well as to advocate for social justice, 

public policy changes, and equal access to services. 

For 32 years, ReWA has been a community builder, friend, 

advocate, and ally to refugees arriving from all over the world 

in search of peace, security, and the opportunity to build better 

lives.  

Thanks to our avid supporters, dedicated board of directors, 

committed founders, and compassionate staff, in 2016, ReWA 

helped over 9,000 refugees and immigrants on their paths to 

self-sufficiency.  

While every refugee's story is different and their struggles 

deeply personal, they all share a common thread of uncommon 

courage—the courage not only to survive, but to thrive. I am 

equally inspired by the compassion each of you has shown for 

refugees and immigrants in our community. Your support and 

encouragement has offered all of us at ReWA comfort and 

hope during these politically uncertain times. 

With deepest gratitude, 



 

YOU CHANGED LIVES! 
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“My name is Anna and I am a mother of two children. My initial contact with ReWA dates back to 
2006, in my junior year of high school. I volunteered to participate in a documentary produced by 
ReWA in association with the East African community. I played the role of a young girl who 
experiences sexual violence in a car by her boyfriend. The documentary was made for refugee/
immigrant women, to educate them about their individual rights here in America. Little did I know that 
about a decade later, I would find myself the victim of domestic violence and sexual assault, 
knocking on ReWA’s door for assistance. 

In 2015, I contacted a ReWA advocate, in a state of devastation from the emotionally and financially 
abusive marriage I experienced in my homeland, and the involuntary withholding of my children by 
their father. She caringly counseled me, affirming me of my human rights for self-protection as well 
as my parental rights in regards to my children. She lifted me up emotionally, and I was so 
encouraged to find hope at ReWA. After the long-awaited arrival of my children to Seattle, I was 
given free legal assistance to carry out divorce proceedings. My advocate also referred my 
immigration case to the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project. 

As of today, I am a fulltime worker and am renting an apartment in Seattle. I received my green card 
and I soon plan to attend the University of Washington to pursue my Bachelor’s degree. I drop and 
pick up my kids from school every day in a state of gratefulness and joy to witness their daily 
development. I have regained myself, and am able to believe in a better future for my family. I am 
deeply grateful for the services of ReWA and NWIRP for being the bridge from my vulnerable state of 
distress on to my joyful and peaceful life today.” 

Fearing torture, rape, and death, Nin and Lahtaw fled 
Burma to Malaysia, eventually resettling in  
Washington. They arrived, along with their two 
children, scared and uncertain about their future.  

Over the next few years, the family worked hard to put 
together the pieces of their new life. Lahtaw had 
learned some English in Malaysia and he was able to 
find work in a mechanic shop. Nin was later able to 
start a job as a hotel housekeeper.  

To this day, they continue to make significant strides 
towards self-sufficiency. Lahtaw aspires to work as a 
mechanic. To make his dream a reality, he takes 
swing shifts at his current job and attends classes at a 
local college. He is exhausted at the end of the day, 
but being able to support his family makes his efforts 
and sacrifices worth it.  

Both Nin and Lahtaw are enrolled in ReWA’s 
citizenship class, preparing for their naturalization 
interview. Their infant son, who was born in the United 
States, patiently plays on the floor during class.  



 

IN 2016, REWA AIDED REFUGEES AND 

IMMIGRANTS FROM OVER 70 COUNTRIES. 

OUR NEWEST NEIGHBORS 
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Washington state continues to be a leader in 

welcoming refugees and immigrants from across 

the globe. Last year, nearly 4,000 refugees 

resettled in Washington, arriving from countries 

like Burma, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Somalia, and Syria. 

In 2016, ReWA served over 9,000 refugees and 

immigrants in the Puget Sound area through ten 

wrap-around programs. We strive to help women, 

men, and children from more than 70 countries on 

their road to self-sufficiency. 
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ReWA’s wrap-around services work to meet the varied 

needs of each client. Below are a few of the strides our 

clients made in 2016. 



 

THANK YOU!  

Family Empowerment 
 

Domestic Violence and 
Anti-Human Trafficking 

 

Early Learning Center 
 

English-as-a-Second 
Language Classes 

 

Employment and 
Vocational Training 

 

Housing and 
Homelessness 

Prevention 
 

Licensed Behavioral 
Health Services 

 

Naturalization and 
Legal Services 

 

Senior Program 
  

Youth Program 

SERVICES 
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2016 Revenues 

Public Grants & Contracts: $4,947,490 

Childcare Fees: $607,647 

Other Revenue: $506,056 

United Way: $275,467 

Private Grants: $222,453 

Donations: $95,635 

Special Events: $72,716 

Fee for Service: $10,960 

Capital Campaign: $10,000 

Total 

Revenue: 

$6,748,424 

Thank you for being part of a growing network of 
supporters who are helping to make our newest 
neighbors feel at home. With support from people like 
you, ReWA will remain a safe and steadfast haven for 
those continuing their tireless pursuit of a better life. 

Your support and partnership ensures that refugee and 
immigrant women and families are equipped with the 
tools they need to become self-sufficient, thriving 
members of our community.  

From the bottom of our hearts and from one 
neighbor to another, thank you. 



 4008 MLK JR. WAY S., SEATTLE, WA 98108 │ 206·721·0243 │ REWA.ORG 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE GREAT WORK YOU HELP MAKE POSSIBLE! 

THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF EMPOWERING 
FAMILIES AND STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES! 


